
Student activity creating definitions1  

Year 1 define 'Traditional Music'  

 Music transmitted orally or aurally (or not) is normally associated with or 

evocative of place, social function and culture. 

 A stylistic genre of music specific to a particular region and/or its culture, eg: 

Celtic music. 

 Music that tells stories of past events or people 

 Music which is from a particular area or culture and is treasured and 

preserved by people from that area or culture 

 Music from a region or specific group of people which has been passed down 

through generations, but is added on to and elaborated on each time. 

 A mix of modern tunes and arrangements alongside older traditional tunes. 

However, a vast majority of older traditional music has been modernised for 

today’s music. 

 Music, in the form of song and tunes, that is embedded in a community’s 

history and culture.  It is constantly evolving and due to mass communication, 

traditional music is fusing together with other forms of music. 

 Music played in a certain style, depending on the origins of it.  Traits of which 

have been passed down and carried on throughout centuries. 

 The genre that incorporates music of both a definitive Trad banding and which 

involves contemporary interpretation and composition which stems from and 

is influenced by older actual big T traditional music.  ‘Big T’ Traditional music 

which is not contemporary material in which the writer or composer is dead; 

the piece is in the public domain and out of copyright. IE: material in the Greig 

Duncan. 

 Music which is interwoven with the culture of a specific group of people. 

 The root to all music is traditional music. Music started somewhere, church, 

early, whatever, it all branched from somewhere … Roots. 

 A form of music that represents a region or country’s culture. 

 Music which has come from different countries with certain cultures which 

takes viewpoints of various people and has many styles within it. 

Year 2 define 'Nationalism in Traditional Music' 

 A feeling of pride in one’s culture and a desire to uphold and extend the 

traditions of your country’s culture and music. 

 Country’s identity through the medium of folk music 

 Representing and expressing the history, culture, tradition and mentality of a 

country’s society in music 

                                            
1
 Minor spelling mistakes corrected. 



 For me, this would be the songs and tunes that are directly related to the 

country being me. 

 Since nationalism is a sense of pride in one’s country, I would think that in the 

context of traditional music, it would be a sense of pride in one’s country’s 

music. This could either be expressed through performing and speaking about 

it or seen through words of songs or titles of tunes. 

 How the specific characteristics of an individual country are reflected in its 

music. What makes it unique. 

 Nationalism is about wanting the best and being proud to be associated with a 

culture. Links with the Yes Movement. 

 Nationalism in Traditional Music comes from area specific repertoire & 

traditions that combine to represent a larger scale view of what a country’s 

Traditional Music is. 

 The voice and promotion thereof of Scotland through the ages reflected in 

music. (Caviat: I’m a classical saxophone player from Yorkshire). 

 For me this would be how political views are expression in the song writing of 

traditional music. 

 


