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In preparation for this observed session the student should have provided you with a 
copy of  

 their ‘Lesson Plan’ outlining the aims, structure and content for the module 

 their ‘Theoretical Account’ outlining the learning theories that have underpinned 
and justified the design of their lesson plan 

 
This role requires you to Observe a 30-minute session (or 30 minutes of a longer 
session) and provide written feedback on the criteria below. 
  
 
 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
   
 

In the observed session, was there sufficient evidence that the student was able 
to: 
 

 Demonstrate the ability to use and justify relevant theories and evidence 
informed practice to design and plan a learning activity? 

 

 Demonstrate the ability to apply theories in practice to teach and support 
learning? 

 

 Create an effective learning environment to support learning? 
 

 Effectively assess and give feedback to learners? 

 
  
 
 



FEEDBACK 
 
I very much enjoyed the session this morning and, not being from a traditional 
music background myself, found it to be both interesting and engaging. 
 
The concepts of Constructive Alignment (Biggs, 2003) and ‘scaffolding’ to 
support learning (Mayes, 2004) were evident from the beginning of the class as 
your starting point was to find out what the students already knew and to work 
from there. In addition, I would suggest that you also used aspects of Kolb’s 
Experiential Learning Cycle in asking the students to provide the definition of 
‘nationalism in Traditional music’; explore and challenge these definitions 
through new information; and then asking them to redefine their definition at the 
end based on what they had learned. 
 
Your lesson had clearly been well thought out and you were organised in your 
delivery of it. The resources were overflowing and you also provided a handout 
with useful information (including library locations). Your delivery style is 
articulate and uncomplicated. 
 
It may have been useful to outline your goals for the students at the start of the 
session so that they know what they are aiming for: “By the end of this session, 
you will be able to: …”. I would suggest that one of these goals should be that 
the students will be able to articulate more clearly their definition of ‘nationalism 
in traditional music’ (this relates to the opening and closing activity in your 
lesson plan as it stands). These goals can then be revisited at the end and 
students should be able to articulate how they have reached these goals as a 
result of the information and activities presented. Slightly more defined 
signposts can make a big difference for some students. 
 
The only other thing to note is that the timings for the session seemed to be 
slightly out in that you got through the information quicker than intended. As I 
wasn’t there for the end of the session I can’t comment on how that impacted on 
the session as a whole but perhaps there is more space for discussion or 
questions from the students throughout the class; I suppose this is more of a 
question than a recommendation so feel free to ignore it if it is not appropriate. 
 
I’d like to reiterate how enjoyable the class was today and I’m looking forward to 
reading your reflections on the feedback you have received (from both staff and 
students). 
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