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Leading and Facilitating Your Online Discussions 
 

Planned learning 
outcomes 

Level of attainment Comments ( What evidence do you have to justify your grade) 

To what extent did the 
discussion you were leading 
enable you to locate your own 
interests and concerns about 
the different learning theories 
and communicate how you 
have used them to design your 
lesson plan to others? 

High          average           low 
 
10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 
 

I think I was able to articulate my own interests and concerns, and 
communicate how I’ve applied my basic grasp of the theories 
appropriately in my own lesson plan, etc.  Because I probably 
have less teaching experience than some of my classmates, 
grasping the theoretical background was a bit more difficult for 
me, but I did my best to assimilate the necessary knowledge. 

During discussions did you 
demonstrate that you had a 
conceptual grasp, knowledge 
and understanding of the 
learning theories to lead, inform 
and direct the discussion? 

 

10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 I did my best to demonstrate this, but I did not get very much 
feedback. 

Did you present information 
and, concepts effectively that 
engaged others in the 
discussion and encouraged 
them to reflect on their own 
lesson plan?   

10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 I did my best to present information and concepts effectively; 
however, I’m not sure how much my contributions encouraged 
them to reflect on their own lesson plan.   

To what extent were you able to 
present arguments clearly? 

10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 I think I’m quite good at presenting arguments clearly. 

Were you able to answer 
questions raised by others 
satisfactorily? 
 

10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 From my vantage point as a slightly atypical teacher, I think I did 
answer questions satisfactorily. 

To what extent did your peers 
learn from your contributions 
and to what extent did your 
contributions encourage them to 
identify and critically examine 
key issues arising from their 
lesson plan? 

10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 If I’m honest, I’d say that they probably learnt about my practice 
and subject-matter, but that my own comments on other people’s 
posts lacked incisive substance.   I did feel handicapped by my 
ignorance about other people’s specialisms. 



Contributing to other lesson plan discussions 
 

Planned learning 
outcomes 

Level of attainment Comments (What evidence do you have to justify your grade) 

 
 
To what extent did you engage 
with discussions around each 
lesson plan? 

High          average           low 
 
 
10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 
 

 
I feel rather guilty that I had so many demands on my time during 
the period of posting lesson plans etc that I couldn’t keep up with 
as many postings as I’d have liked, but I did my best to post 
constructive comments. 

To what extent did the lesson 
plans you contributed to enable 
you to locate your own interests 
and concerns around learning 
theories and lesson planning 
and communicate these to 
others? 
 

10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 
 

It was interesting to observe other people’s practice and to read 
comments that I will be able to apply to my own.  For example, 
reading Trent’s lesson plan made me think about how rigidly or 
loosely a session should be structured, and someone else’s 
posting about open and closed questions also struck a chord. 

Did your contributions 
demonstrate that you had a 
conceptual grasp, knowledge 
and understanding of the core 
materials about learning 
theories? 
 
 

10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 
 

I do think I have a conceptual grasp, knowledge and 
understanding of the core materials about learning theories, 
though I don’t think I used enough of the terminology in my 
comments for this to be particularly evident. 

To what extent did the 
engagement with different 
discussions encourage you to 
reflect on your own lesson 
plan?   
 

10   9  8  7   6   5   4   3   2   1 
 

Engagement with different discussions did give me food for 
thought, though it was difficult to apply some of the ideas for 
longer teaching sessions, when I know I have only been given an 
hour for mine.  Again, some people’s lesson plans were much 
more detailed than mine, but I was working within tight constraints 
in planning my hour’s training, and I didn’t feel able to go into 
much more detail considering I want the students to be very 
participative – and this means being prepared to go into the 
unknown! 

 



 

 

 
 

Overall Comment (What have you learnt from this activity)  It has been an opportunity to practise giving 
constructive criticism and to accept feedback gracefully.  I read in a different context recently, that peer review – 
specifically in the context of journal submissions, but it’s applicable more widely – should be received as a ‘gift’, 
since the reviewer has given their time reading your submission and writing feedback on it, generally with the 
intention of giving constructive comments, and for no reward.  Similarly, in the present activity, any suggestions 
for improvement have been given kindly and thoughtfully, and I’ve tried to receive them – and make my own – in 
similar vein.  It has also helped me to feel part of a “community of practice” – something I’ve only ever 
experienced in a single-discipline context before (whether music, musicology or librarianship), whereas this was 
different because we are a multi-disciplinary group – all creative artists in our own way, but each practising a 
different form of art. 
 
 

 
 


